
Due to the handmade nature of our
glass tile there will be a certain amount
of variation in color, shade, tone,
texture and size.

Frequently you may notice bubbles,
wrinkles and folds in the glass. These
are consistent with a cast glass product.

Please open and inspect each box of
glass tile upon delivery. Buyer is
responsible for both inspection and
acceptance of the material prior to
installation.
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INST ALLAT ION G UID E

VEN ET IAN  GLASS



INSTALLATION

G U I D E FO R 
VEN ET I AN  GL AS S 

T hes e ins t ruct ions  are provided as  a
g enera l guide to mos t  ins t a lla t ions .
Plea s e rea d a nd unders t a nd this 
inform a t ion before proceeding .

Venet ia n glas s  is  form ed by fus ing  3
la yers  of gla s s , the middle la yer being 
ha nd- blow n Mura no gla s s

Venet ia n glas s  ca n ea s ily be
int eg ra t ed wit h Cros s - C olors  or our
S t one- L ook  tiles  given their sim ila r
t hick nes s . Venet ia n gla s s  is  offered as 
t he perfect  com p lim ent  to mos t  st one,
cera m ic and m et a l tile.

A PPL I C A TI ONS

Venet ia n glas s  is  suit a ble for int erior
w a ll ap p licat ions , in wet  or dry
loca t ions . Accep t a ble subs t ra t es 
include cem ent  ba ck er unit s , concrete
m a s onry block , and gyp s um 
w a llboa rd.

I NS TA L L A TI ON

S e tti n g  Ma teri a l 

N on Accep t a ble Set t ing  Ma t eria ls 

• O rg a nic Adhes ive (m a s t ic) ,
due to low  bond st reng t hs  and
yellow ing . 

• Ep ox y, la ck s flex ibilit y als o
deg ra des  and yellow s  in
s unlig ht .

R ecom m ended s et t ing  ma t eria ls 

I t  is  recom mended tha t  a whit e thin-
s et  mort a r modified wit h liquid la t ex 
a dm ix  des ig ned for us e wit h mort a rs 
only is  us ed. This  thin- s et  and la t ex 
m ix  should be com p lia nt  wit h AN S I 
118.4 and recom m ended for gla s s  tile
ins t a lla t ion by the set t ing  ma t eria l
m a nufa ct urer. Do not  add any wa t er
t o the mix . Whit e thin- s et  reflect s  t he
m os t  lig ht  and crea t es  the brig ht es t
color through the gla s s .

As  Venet ia n G la s s  Series  is  5/ 16”
t hick , a 1/ 4” not ched trow el should
be us ed. Since Venet ia n Gla s s  is 
t ra ns lucent  al l  trow e l  ri dg e s in  th e 
th i n -se t must be  sm ooth e d out
us ing  the fla t  edg e of the trow el
before set t ing  the tile, or the morta r
ridg es  will s how  throug h.

C utti n g / Dri ll i n g 

Eye  prote ction  sh oul d al w a ys be 
w orn  wh e n  cutti n g ,  dri l l i n g  or
g ri n di n g  gl ass ti l e . 

D ue to the irreg ula r surfa ce and
la yered const ruct ion of the tile,
cut t ing  ca n bes t  be achieved us ing  a
s core and sna p  tile cut t er such as 
R ubi, Sig m a  a nd Is hii (s m a ll dia m et er
s coring  wheels , 8- 10m m , are more
effect ive on the irreg ula r surfa ce of
t he Venet ia n tiles ) . A succes s ful cut 
requires  that  the tile be scored tw ice.

F irs t , score the tile on the front 
follow ed by a  ma t ching  score line on
t he ba ck . This  met hod is  neces s a ry
due to the 3 la yers  of gla s s  tha t 
com p os e the t ile. The lig ht  ca t ching
bubbles  on the fa ce of the Venet ia n
g la s s  tile ma y ca t ch debris  and dirty
w a t er if a wet  sa w  cut s  are ma de Cut
t ile edg es  m us t  be sm oot hed and
dulled wit h a  dia m ond ha nd pa d,
dres s ing  st one or belt  sa nder us ing 
s ilicone ca rbide belt .

D rilling  holes  throug h Venet ia n gla ss 
ca n be accomp lis hed wit h a dia m ond
t ip p ed core bit  us ing  a drill wit h low 
s p eed (250 to 300 rp m ) . Cont inua lly
m is t ing  the t ile and drill bit  during 
cut t ing  is  neces s a ry. If pa rt it ions  or
fix t ures  are to be at t a ched wit h
a nchoring  bolt s , drill hole 1/ 8” la rg er
t o avoid st res s  tra ns fer to the tile. If
t iles  ha ve not  been ins t a lled drilling 
from  bot h sides  will minim ize
chip p ing  and cra ck ing 

Dryi n g  Ti m e 

A l l ow  th e  thi n -se t morta r to dry
com pl e te l y 36 to 48 hours. Gla s s 
t ile requires  long er curing  tim e.

GR OU TI NG

S t a nda rd grout  eit her sa nded or
uns a nded ma y be us ed. Grout  joint s 



1/ 8” or les s allow  for the us e of an
uns a nded grout . When int eg ra t ing 
Venet ia n G la s s  wit h different  typ es  of
t ile, la rg er grout  joint s  ma y require the
us e of sa nded grout , if so we
recom m end the us e of a soft  rubber
w a ll floa t  to minim ize the pos s ibilit y
of scra t ching  the tile.

G la s s  tile is  non abs orbent . Before
beg inning  the clea ning  proces s ,
a ddit iona l tim e should be allow ed for
t he grout  to firm  up  in the joint ,
a p p rox im a t ely 30 to 45 minut es .

Aft er ins t a lla t ion it  is  recom m ended
t he tile be clea ned wit h a com m only
a ccep t ed grout  clea ner. There are
m a ny such product s ; tw o ex a m p les 
a re Aqua  Mix (800- 366- 6877)  Grout 
H a ze Clea n- Up  or TEC  (800- 832- 9023) 
Ba nis h Grout Ha ze Rem over. Whit e
nylon scrub p a d or chees e clot h is 
g ood for wiping  off init ia l hea vy film ,
finis h wit h a  clea n grout  sp ong e or
s lig ht ly da mp  terry clot h tow el,
p refera bly whit e as  dyes  ma y tra ns fer
t o the grout joint .

M A I NTENA NC E

Venet ia n glas s  ma y be clea ned wit h
a ny st a nda rd non abra s ive floor, wa ll
or gla s s  clea ner.

A DDI TI ONA L  TI PS 

• Work  sm a ll area s  of 4 to 6
S qF t  tha t  can be accom p lis hed
in 15 to 20 m inut es . This  will
a s s ure bonding  mort a r is  fres h.

• N orm a lly, flus h grout  joint s  are
des ired. During  the init ia l
clea n up  rubbing  the grout 
joint s  more a g g res s ively will
p rovide a finis hed grout  joint 
t ha t  is  slight ly low er tha n the
s urfa ce of the tile. This  will
a llow  more ra ndom  lig ht  to
ent er the tile and add to it s 
brig ht nes s .

• C a re should be given to grout 
s elect ion as it s  color will ha ve
s om e affect  on the ap p ea ra nce
of the Venetia n gla s s  tile
w hich is  trans lucent .


